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A Great Investment
By Daryl Trexler, Eastern Area Manager

Everyone is looking for a great investment these days 
whose return will make us smile.  I, too, like a good invest-
ment and would be happy to find one.  To my surprise, I ran 
across one just last month in an unexpected place and I want 
to share it with you.

It was late Sunday afternoon and I had arrived at Snyder 
Memorial Baptist Church in Fayetteville.  I have friends on 
their staff and was invited to talk with their high school se-
niors and college students about scholarship opportunities 
provided by the Foundation.  I got there a little bit early and 
went looking for the youth suite.  I found the suite, but I found 
more than just a room; it was there that I spotted a great in-
vestment.  As I looked to my left, I saw a group of teenagers 
rehearsing worship songs being led by two adults.  As time 
went by, the tables and chairs to the right began to fill up 
with high school seniors and college freshmen, sophomores 
and juniors along with their parents.  The praise band re-
hearsal ended, and we began telling those gathered around 
the table about various Foundation scholarships that were 
available.  We told them about scholarships for students go-
ing into the ministry and scholarships for those going to one 
of our NC Baptist universities, as well as public schools across 

the country. In addition, the chair of Snyder’s Foundation 
had the privilege of sharing about scholarships established 
just for students at Snyder Memorial.  As the night went on, I 
began to realize that I was looking a great investment in the 
eye – literally.  These students are a great investment.

I found myself face to face with this great investment 
in which others, such as the two music leaders, had already 
identified.

Folks like the Bullard family invested in these and oth-
er students across our state by setting up  scholarships.  The 
Horne and Armstrong families of Snyder Memorial invested 
specifically in the students present that night through schol-
arships that they had established.   Craig Morrison, the Min-
ister to Students, and Eugene Bain, on behalf of the Snyder 
Foundation Committee, are investing in these students and 
making them aware of the investments of others.

The return? Many of these students will combine their 
faith with their vocation in Kingdom building ways and will 
make great impacts.  There is the power of believing and in-
vesting in others.  Encouragement and fanning the flame of 
others impacts the world exponentially.

If you are looking for a great investment, look no further 
than the students in your church!
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In 2020, the North Carolina 
Baptist Foundation will celebrate 
its 100th birthday. It was started 
when a good NC Baptist gave a 
gift of $1,000.00 with the stip-
ulation that it be invested and 
the earnings used to support NC 
Baptist Hospital in perpetuity. In 

the 1920 annual meeting of the Baptist State Convention, a 
board of directors was elected to oversee the investment of 
this gift and to encourage other such gifts. In that way, the 
North Carolina Baptist Foundation was born.

Today, the Foundation continues to accept gifts with the 
same stipulation that the gifts be invested and the earnings 
used to support the ministry/ministries designated by the do-
nor. We call such gifts “Endowments” and create a formal doc-
ument which gives very specific instructions as to how the 
gifts will be administered. A donor can start an endowment 
with $100.00 and then add to it over time. Often that endow-
ment will be a major beneficiary of the donor’s estate.

While the establishment and management of endow-
ments is still the primary ministry of the Foundation, other 
gifting instruments have also been added for the benefit 
of both donors and ministries. Charitable Remainder Trusts 
and Gift Annuities are frequently used to provide income to 
the donors and their families and then eventually to minis-
tries. Today gifts are often not cash gifts, but gifts of prop-
erty to be sold by the Foundation to create the charitable 
instruments. 

Today, there are many other ways for Christians to use 
their God-given assets to address the needs of both fami-
ly and the ministries we love. Give us a call at the Cary of-
fice and request a copy of two wonderful brochures that 
will provide good information concerning opportunities 
available to faithful Christian stewards. They are: “The Joy of 
Charitable Giving” and “Individual and Church Services.”

Since 1920, our services have grown in so many ways 
that we have created a new illustration to convey the vari-
ous facets of our ministry. You will find a copy of the illustra-
tion on this page under the heading “North Carolina Baptist 
Foundation Services.” Please give us a call and invite one of 
our area managers to visit with you personally or with your 
church family to share in detail how we might serve you in 
the days ahead.
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INVESTMENT RETURNS
Quarter to 

Date
1 Year 3 Year 5 Year Since 

Inception*

Growth Fund 3.84% 15.58% 6.26% 7.34% 4.93%

Balanced Fund 2.79% 12.63% 5.36% 5.65% 4.71%

Income Fund 1.21% 8.54% 3.63% 3.77% 3.84%

Fixed Fund 0.08% 0.81% 0.60% 0.47% 1.24%

S&P 500 Index 6.65% 21.83% 11.42% 15.80% 14.89%

MSCI AC World ex US (net) 5.00% 27.19% 7.83% 6.80% 9.65%

HFRI FOF Diversified 1.83% 6.64% 2.26% 3.81% 3.71%

BC Int G/C -0.20% 2.14% 1.76% 1.50% 3.57%

Source:  Consulting Group's Orion.   The information above has been obtained by sources considered reliable.  Past performance in no 
way guarantees future results.

It’s All His
Robert E. Simons 
Central Area Manager

As I write this newsletter 
article, millions of Americans 
are either working on or think-
ing about working on their 
2017 tax return.  I can’t say that 
I like paying taxes, but I do like 
the benefits that I receive as an 
American paying taxes.  Things 

such as good roads, bridges and national security, which 
are often taken for granted, are some of those benefits.  I 
have had the opportunity to do mission work in Guate-
mala and the Ukraine.  The roads in those two countries 
helped me to realize how fortunate I am as an American 
taxpayer to have a wonderful highway system.  As a law 
abiding American, I do believe in paying my fair share of 
taxes.  In Matthew 22:21, Jesus tells us to “give back to Cae-
sar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

Part of the U.S. tax law requires that anyone over 70½ 
years of age take a required minimum distribution (RMD) 
from their IRA(s).  If you are in this category and plan on 
giving money to your church or another charity this year, 

you can take advantage of a provision of the 2016 Con-
solidated Appropriations Act.  This provision allows an 
IRA owner to elect to distribute the RMD amount direct-
ly to a qualified charity which includes your church and 
many other Baptist entities.  The money sent to the charity 
counts toward the RMD and it is not included in the gross 
income of the IRA owner for that year.  This does not count 
as a charitable contribution since it is excluded from gross 
income.  This is a way to give a little more to God and a 
little less to Caesar.

Recently I lost my hearing due to an ear infection.  As 
I have struggled with this and prayed about it, I know that 
God has a reason that I am going through this trial.  Russell 
Jones (NC Baptist Financial Services) shared a passage of 
scripture with me.  Matthew 13:16, says “Blessed are your 
eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.”  One of my 
thoughts, as I ponder this scripture, is that I should be 
more thankful for all of the blessings that our Father gives 
to us.  I described above one of the ways that I can show 
my thankfulness to God for the blessings He gives to us.  
There are many other ways that the NC Baptist Foundation 
can assist you in returning blessings to God.  To find out 
more about those, give us a call.  My hearing is on the way 
to being restored and I can answer that call!

US equities had a great 2017.  They delivered consistent strong returns with little volatility.  Every single month of 
the year ended with positive returns, the first time since 1958.  Tech stocks rose by almost 40%, while utilities and 

telecommunications lagged.  Growth once again outperformed value.  The best-performing equity markets were in 
Asia and the emerging markets.  Core fixed income experienced a quiet quarter, posting a fractional gain and ending 

the year with a low single-digit return.  
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Developing Financial 
Disciples
Allen Schuyler 
Western Area Manager 
Associate Managing Director, 
Financial Services

John "Hannibal" Smith, lead-
er of The A-Team (NBC TV series 
from 1983-1987), used to say, 
“I love it when a plan comes to-
gether.”  So does the Lord, espe-

cially when that plan is related to helping followers of Jesus 
to become faithful, financial disciples.  One of the roles of the 
NC Baptist Foundation is to assist individuals and families to 
make plans regarding their “stuff” and eventually what be-
comes of it all when these Christ-followers depart this life and 
go to be with our Lord in heaven.  That’s why NCBF has an 
annual emphasis in Christian estate planning.

Planning doesn’t just happen; you must be purposeful 
and intentional.  The Bible urges us, "Honor the Lord with your 
wealth and with the first-fruits of all your produce” (Proverbs 
3:6).  That takes planning, thus Proverbs 21:5 declares, “The 
plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage; but everyone 
who is hasty comes surely to poverty.”  

Jesus’ disciples are to plan along with His direction:  “Many 
are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 
that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21).  “Commit to the Lord whatever 
you do, and He will establish your plans” (Proverbs 16:3).

A number of years ago, the NC Baptist Foundation devel-
oped an awesome tool to help individuals and families make 

effective plans.  The tool is called, “A Christian’s Guide to Pre-
paring an Effective Will.”  This helpful document covers more 
than just preparing an effective will.  It contains insights on:

• Preparing a will, which is the foundation of anyone’s 
estate plans.

• Specific bequests and devises for a will.

• How to make plans to provide gifts to Christian minis-
tries & charitable organizations.

• Selecting a guardian for minor children, executor of 
one’s estate & a trustee for endowments and/or trusts.

This tool is not a legal instrument; rather think of it like a 
“road-map.” Once completed, it can be taken to an attorney 
to have one’s will prepared. It can also be used, by one of 
the NC Baptist Foundation’s area managers by assisting in 
setting up charitable instruments.  If this useful tool might 
be helpful to you, one of the area managers will be happy 
to provide it to you, or you can find it on our Foundation 
website [www.ncbaptistfoundation.org]. 

We have all heard the phrase, “If you fail to plan, you 
plan to fail.”  That is even true with financial discipleship.  
Contact one of our area managers to assist you in making 
such a plan.  The Lord will be pleased when His plan comes 
together for you.

Since we began, we have closed 136 

loans totaling $74.6 million in 52 

NC counties.

Sure Foundation
Russell Jones, Managing 
Director 
North Carolina Baptist 
Financial Services

North Carolina Baptist Fi-
nancial Services began it’s 10th 
year of ministry in January 2018. 
It is a blessing to serve Baptist 
churches with their capital im-
provement needs.  We provide 

various types of loans including construction, land, build-
ing purchases and renovation projects. These loans have 
involved churches of various ethnicities, including Viet-
namese, Korean, and Slavic.  It is a reminder that the world 
is coming to us.

We fund these loans primarily through Certificates of 
Participation, which are similar to bank Certificates or sav-
ings accounts.  Individuals who are members of a NC Bap-

tist church and reside in NC, as well as NC Baptist entities, 
may invest in these Certificates.  While earning a compet-
itive rate of return, the investors are assisting churches all 
across NC with their borrowing needs.  We call it “Baptists 
partnering with other Baptists for Kingdom Growth!”

As of December 31, 2017, we have $48.5 million in 
investments and $43.7 million in loans.  Since we began, 
we have closed 136 loans totaling $74.6 million in 52 NC 
counties. In addition to offering loans and investments, we 
also provide loan consultative services at no cost to the 
church.

Planning doesn’t just happen; you 

must be purposeful and intentional.
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It is easy to focus on the numbers when talking about 
loans and investments.  Most of our loans are for con-
struction which starts with a foundation made of brick or 
concrete.  While searching for a passage of scripture that 
describes our mission, we found a Messianic verse in Isa-
iah that describes a “Sure Foundation”, one that our faith is 
built on and that is Jesus Christ.

“Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold I am 
the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a 
tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure founda-
tion: Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ And I will 
make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb 
line.” (Isaiah 28:16-17)

Jesus Christ, our Sure Foundation!

We look forward to the next 10 years of serving NC 
Baptist churches.  If your church is considering a construc-
tion project; or you need more information about Certifi-
cates of Participation, please give us a call.

The Art of Generosity
Richard Childress 
Vice President for Development

Muhammad Ali once said, 
“The man who views the world 
at 50 the same as he did at 20 
wasted 30 years of his life.” One 
thing is certain for me, my world 
has changed in the last few 
years, including the way I view 
the world.  I’ve had the time of 

my life, blessed not only by the journey but by the people 
along the way.  I never imagined when I transitioned to In-
tentional Interim Ministry in 2016 that my journey would 
be this energizing and take me to the North Carolina 
Baptist Foundation.

I’ve had the good fortune of assisting religious organi-
zations evaluate goals and priorities, train leaders, resolve 
conflicts, navigate through changes, conduct capital cam-
paigns, raise money for capital needs and most important-
ly, help create a spirit of generosity toward Kingdom work.  
Without a doubt, the happiest and most fulfilled people 
are those who have learned to give themselves and their 
resources away. One of the paradoxical things Jesus said 
pertains to generosity:  “If you try to keep your life for 
yourself, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for 
me, you will find true life” (Matthew 16:25).

Our cultural mantra is “Get all you can, save all you 
can, and spend the rest!” It is the philosophy by which 

most of us live.  You hear a lot of political experts speak 
of everyone deserving his or her chance at the American 
Dream. Culturally interpreted, it’s all about accumulating 
wealth and achieving more than your parents, friends, co-

workers and, most importantly, more than your neighbor.  
But isn’t life more than the sum of your accomplishments 
and acquisitions?  The greatest teacher of all said it best: 
“God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, for the 
whole earth will belong to them” (Matthew 5:5). If Jesus 
is right, the people who really own this world are those 
whom the world cannot own and who may themselves 
own little. But one thing is clear; they are not owned by 
what they have.

The North Carolina Baptist Foundation is devoted 
to helping you discover the opposite of what our culture is 
obsessing over.  Quite simply our vision is about “creating 
a culture of generosity.” In that respect, our presentations 
and suggestions are practical.  We desire to serve as a cat-
alyst for change and for the discovery of a generosity that 
is genuine, lasting, and joyful.

Without a doubt, the happiest and 

most fulfilled people are those who 

have learned to give themselves and 

their resources away

CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION RATES

< $100,000 >$100,000

Demand Certificate 1.60% 1.70%

6 Months 1.80% 1.90%

12 Months 2.35% 2.45%

24 Months 2.45% 2.55%

36 Months 2.55% 2.65%

48 Months 2.65% 2.75%

60 Months 2.75% 2.85%
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See You in 2018

Central Area Churches
Angier Avenue, Durham
Ardmore, Winston-Salem
Brookdale, Kannapolis
CaVel, Roxboro
Cedar Grove, Asheboro
Durham Memorial, Charlotte
East Bend, East Bend
First, Albemarle
Grace, Durham
Green Street, High Point
Mountain Creek, Oxford
Mt. Calvary, Walkertown
Mt. Hermon, Durham
Oakhurst, Asheboro
Oaklawn, Kernersville
Peninsula, Mooresville
Phaniels, Rockwell
Safe Harbor, Salisbury
Southside, Greensboro
Swaim, Hamptonville
Trading Ford, Salisbury
West Albemarle, Albemarle
Western Avenue, Statesville
Westwood, Roxboro

Central Area Associations
Brier Creek
Brushy Mountain
Cabarrus
Dan Valley
Flat River
Montgomery
Mt. Zion
Randolph
Sandy Creek
South Yadkin
Yates

Central Area Agencies, Institutions
Baptist Children’s Home
BSC Board & Committees
Campers on Mission
Caraway Senior Adult Fall Festival
NC Baptist Aging Ministry, Pinehurst

NC Baptist Aging Ministry, 
Thomasville

NC Baptist Men Rally

Other Central Area Gatherings
NC Baptist Men Mission Fair

Eastern Area Churches
Angier, Angier
Aversboro Road, Garner
Beaver Dam, Roseboro
Bethany, Wendell
Brunswick Islands, Supply
First, Chocowinity
First, Newton Grove
First, Oriental
First, Rocky Mount
First, Washington
First, Weldon
First, Whiteville
First, Wilmington
Holden Beach Chapel, Holden Beach
Macedonia, Raleigh
Meherrin, Murfreesboro
Oakmont, Greenville
Ocean View, Ocean Isle Beach
Snyder Memorial, Fayetteville
Stephen’s Chapel, Smithfield
Temple, Raleigh
Winterville, Winterville
West Edgecomb, Rocky Mount

Eastern Area Associations
Brunswick
Columbus
Newton Grove
South Roanoke
West Chowan

Eastern Area Agencies, Institutions
Baptist Children’s Home
BSC Board & Committees
Campbell Divinity School
NC Baptist Assembly, Fort Caswell

Western Area Churches
Bethlehem, Taylorsville
Bible Gospel, Connelly Springs
Calvary Hispanic, Cherryville
Crossroad, Hickory
Drury Dobbins, Ellenboro
Faith Baptist Church, Rockingham
First, Gastonia
First, Lincolnton
First, Mooresville
First, Skyland
Floyd’s Creek, Forest City
Greater Providence, Charlotte
Hope Community, Charlotte
Meeting Place, Charlotte
Midway, West Jefferson
Pleasant Ridge, Shelby
Sharon, Charlotte

Western Area Associations
Ashe
Anson
Buncombe
Brushy Mountain
Catawba Valley
Greater Cleveland County
Metrolina
South Fork
Sandy Run
United Missionary Bethlehem

Western Area Agencies, 
Institutions
Baptist Children’s Home
BSC Board & Committees
Fruitland Baptist Bible College
Mars Hill University
Wingate University

State-Wide Events
Baptist State Convention Annual 

Meeting
NCBF Noel Inspirational Retreat

The following are churches, associations and organizations where we presented, met with committees or preached in 
2017.  We are grateful for these opportunities and hope that you will invite us to come and share with you this year.
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Administrative Office
201 Convention Drive
Cary, NC 27511-4257
919-380-7334  •  800-521-7334  
919-460-6334 (fax) 
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org

Eastern Office – Daryl Trexler
PO Box 247
Leland, NC 28451
919-459-1673
800-521-7334, ext. 1673 
dtrexler@ncbaptistfoundation.org

Central Office – Robert Simons
10716 Hurdle Mills Road
Hurdle Mills, NC 27541
919-459-1682
800-521-7334, ext. 1682
rsimons@ncbaptistfoundation.org

Western Office – Allen Schuyler
7845 Colony Road
Suite C4-147
Charlotte, NC 28226
919-459-1678
800-521-7334, ext. 1678
aschuyler@ncbaptistfoundation.org

NC Baptist Financial Services
Russell Jones, Managing Director
7427 Matthews-Mint Hill Road
Suite 105 PMB 185
Charlotte, NC 28227
919-459-1680
800-521-7334, ext. 1680 
704-246-7287 (fax)
rjones@ncbaptistfoundation.org

We Want to Hear From You!
Spreading Good News  |  Volume 33 - Number 3

The purpose of this publication is to provide accurate and authoritative information of general char-
acter only.  The publisher is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advisory service. For advice and as-
sistance in specific cases, the service of an attorney or other professional person should be obtained.

Name: Rev. Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Special Request

PLEASE SEND ME:
 � Making Your Will Guide

 � Endowment Fund Information

 � Charitable Trust Information

 � Estate Planning DVD

FOR CHURCHES:
 � Fund Management Information

 � Seminar Information/Scheduling

 � Senior Adult Program

 � Church Loan Information

PLEASE CONTACT ME:
 � I need estate-planning assistance.

 � I am interested in a Charitable Gift 
Annuity.

 � I am interested in the Certificates 
of Participation



Beth Belton, Tallahassee
Marjorie Bennett, Burlington
Dr. Bruce Blackmon, Buies Creek
Dr. Jack Britt, Fayetteville
Mary Odom Burgess, Winston-Salem
Norman O. Canupp, Salisbury
Garvie Chambers, Greensboro
Max Craig, Stanley

Lorene Culler, Jonesville
Josephine Gilliland, Buies Creek
Rev. Otis Goins, Albemarle
Bruce Glazener, Sarasota, FL
Nan Holland, Fuquay Varina 
Dr. R.H. Hudgins, Statesville
Jo Neal Robinson, Clinton
Jean P. Smith, Raleigh

Clara W. Straub, Greenville
Dr. Charles G. Tabor, Winston-Salem
Margaret Tiller, Candler
Martha Sue Todd, Henderson
Grace Wagner, McLeansville
Ethel Whitby, Henderson
Jean D. Williams, Elizabeth City
Mildred B. Windsor, Fayetteville

Many faithful Baptists have been motivated over the years to enhance their stewardship through the establishment 
of a permanent fund supporting Christian causes.  Some chose to use a trust to provide personal income while living 
and then to fund an endowment at death.  Others chose to establish an endowment or trust through their Last Will and 
Testament.

Some personalized their endowments by dedicating them in loving memory of someone special.  Others chose to 
honor a special friend or family member by dedicating their fund to them.

This issue of Spreading Good News is dedicated to the memory of the special Foundation friends who passed away 
in late 2016 and in 2017.  Among these were donors, special honorees, and Foundation Board members.  All were won-
derful Christian servants.

Be faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of life. 
Revelation 2:10

In Memoriam
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Bruce E. Cannon, Bakersville

Michael C. Cummings, Charlotte

Bobbie Furr, Raleigh 

Fred J. Graf, Wilkesboro

Nancy G. Harper, Oriental

Rodney S. Hicks, Durham

Robert D. Howard, Southport

Coy H. Jeans, Old Fort

Charles D. Kennedy, Durham

Harold G. Koger, McLeansville

Roy Krege, Banner Elk

C. Allen Overton, Clinton

John S. Rogers, Asheboro

Johnny E. Ross, Cary

Michael W. Smith, Hendersonville

Philip W. Stone, New Hill

James Shelley, Creedmoor, Chair

Glen Warren, Fuquay Varina

Harold W. Vaden, Reidsville

Board of Directors

Scholarships

Following is a summary of the 
scholarships awarded for 2017-18: 

Luther H. Butler Scholarship for NC Baptists 
$252,500 awarded to students attending one of six historic 
Baptist schools in NC: Campbell University – 41 students, 
Chowan University – 2 students, Gardner-Webb University 
– 42 students, Mars Hill University – 8 students, Meredith 
College – 9 students and Wingate University – 21 students

Martha Watson Scholarship 
$17,500 awarded to 35 students attending any 
school of choice

Bullard Family Scholarship 
$10,500 awarded to 19 students going into full-
time Christian ministry

177 Scholarships Totaling $280,500 Awarded to NC Baptist Students in 2017-2018

The NC Baptist Foundation administers three scholarships that are open for online applications each January to NC 
Baptist college students.

The guidelines for each may be found on our website at http://www.ncbaptistfoundation.org/scholarships.aspx. 
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