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God’s Wisdom and Not My Own
By Russell Jones, NC Baptist Financial Services

In November 2012, I met Randy
Martin for the first time. Randy
was the pastor of Calvary Baptist in Roanoke Rapids. They
were in the initial phases of a
building project and sought
advice on financing options.
As we sat in a make shift office
during the NC Baptist State
Convention’s annual meeting,
Randy shared their dreams.

Randy: “Our general giving
through this process increased
around 25%.”
NCBFS: Tell us about the residential restriction issue and the
impact on the building site.
Randy: “You had to have neighbors around you sign a waiver
in order to build on those properties. It had to be 100% and
one neighbor refused to sign.
We began to pray. This led me to look over the plans one
day and it was like a still small voice said, ‘turn the building’. We found out from the architect that it could be done.
God is great all the time!”

Randy led Calvary through
a very successful capital and building campaign,
paying off a sizeable loan in four years. With construction
complete and the loan paid off, I wanted to ask him about
his experience.

NCBFS: What additional advice can you offer churches
that are considering a building project?

NCBFS: Tell me about the success of Calvary’s capital
campaign.

Randy: “I would strongly suggest that any church form a
prayer team to begin praying for any building program.
Any church needs a good team to see a building program
through. This allowed us to have different aspects and perspectives to what was needed during the planning stage,
while keeping the congregation informed. This gave our
members a chance to take ownership of the project. This
process taught me to rely on God’s wisdom and not my
own.”

Randy: “We hired a campaign consultant to help us with
this part. First, the consultant evaluated our overall giving and budget totals. He suggested that we put some
key people in place and schedule regular meetings to set
things in motion.”
NCBFS: Your campaign goal was to raise one and one half
times the budget for the building project and it looks like
you were able to surpass this.
Randy: “What amazed me as the pastor was the faithfulness of our members. Even at the end of our three-year
campaign, people continued to give right up to the month
we paid off the loan. Our campaign theme was ‘Equal Obedience, Not Equal Giving.’ This was very effective and our
people felt they had an equal impact in Kingdom work.”

NCBFS: What was your experience working with NCBFS?
Randy: “Calvary’s experience with NCBFS has been great.
I would recommend them to any church. They give sound
advice and only have the church’s best interest in mind.”
As NCBFS celebrates 10 years of ministry, we welcome the
opportunity to work with you on your next building project.

NCBFS: What impact did the campaign have on the general budget?
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One can see the year-end performance numbers shown
below, including NCBF returns (note these returns are net
of fees). Obviously 2018 was not a good year for investments, but before we get too carried away let us remember back to the end of 2008 when the losses were much
worse. To bring matters even more into perspective, let’s
take a longer view. Financial advisors consider a market
cycle as a ten-year period. Over the past ten years, the S&P
500 was up 13.12%, while the Dow Jones Industrials was
up 13.13% and the NASDAQ Composite was up 15.45%.
So if you have been invested in these markets for the last
10 years, you are well ahead of the 8-10% increase that
would be considered a good average return.

All From Clay
M. Clay Warf
President

What a wild ride we took
in the world of investments in
2018. After weeks and months
of huge swings, we closed the
year about where we started.
December concluded with the
major markets down between
8.5% and 10%. Our hopes of
a late market rally and ending the year on positive note
crashed with December performance. In hopes of getting
some kind of positive word, I sent a text to our financial
consultant on New Year’s Day asking if there might be
a bright spot somewhere in the markets that perhaps I
had overlooked. Shortly I received the sobering word,
“Not really…tough year for all.”

Someone might call what I’m doing here, “putting lipstick on a pig.” I prefer to call it viewing markets in the
proper perspective. No amount of cosmetics will make
us feel good about market performance last year, but if
we keep the proper perspective, we can see that there
is much to celebrate. Yet, the greatest perspective is just
knowing that we are all in His hands and it’s all His anyway!

INVESTMENT RETURNS
2018

3 Year

5 Year

Since Inception*

NCBF Growth Fund

-7.61%

3.58%

2.36%

4.15%

NCBF Balanced Fund

-5.75%

3.25%

2.41%

4.06%

NCBF Income Fund

-3.79%

2.19%

2.01%

3.37%

NCBF Fixed Fund

1.99%

1.38%

1.26%

1.34%

S&P 500 Index

-4.38%

9.26%

8.49%

-

MSCI EAFE (net)

-13.79%

2.87%

0.53%

-

HFRI FOF Diversified

-3.37%

1.23%

1.38%

-

BC Int G/C

0.88%

1.70%

1.86%

-

*Growth, Balanced and Income Fund inception dates are as of January 1, 2002; the Fixed Income Pool

Only three sectors managed to post gains for the year: healthcare, utilities and
consumer discretionary. Energy, materials and industrials were the biggest losers.
Large cap outperformed small cap. All major indices were down. The S&P 500 was down
13.52%; the Dow Jones was down 3.5% and the NASDAQ was down 2.8%. International
markets also struggled. The MSCI EAFE (net) was down 13.79%; MSCI Emerging Markets
Index fell 14.3%. The bond market had mixed results but Barclay’s Intermediate
Government Credit, a popular fixed income index, posted 0.88% for the year.
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The Art of Generosity
Richard Childress
Vice President for
Development
Eugene Spears wrote a marvelous book, “The Church on
Assignment” and in that book
he discusses the generosity
of the Macedonian churches.
He considers verse 7 in II Corinthians 8 which says, “Each one
must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, God loves a cheerful giver.” The word
cheerful in the original language is the word hilaros from
which we get our word hilarious. The essence of what
Paul is saying is that God loves one who gives hilariously.
God loves one who gives hilariously and knows the joy of
giving generously. As we become a generous person and
know joy – we discover the joy of the Lord.
Og Mandino put it like this: “Realize that true happiness
lies with you. Waste no time and effort searching for peace
and contentment and joy in the world outside. Remember that there is not happiness in having or in getting, but
only in giving. Reach out. Share. Smile. Hug. Happiness
is a perfume you cannot pour on others without getting
a few drops on yourself.” The Irish poet Oscar Wilde said,
“As the purse is emptied, the heart is filled.” Therefore,
let us promise to give more of ourselves away in 2019.
Begin with babysteps and don’t think you have to become
a philanthropist like Warren Buffett, Michael Bloomberg or
Bill and Melinda Gates overnight. Start simple with where

you are and what you have. It’s not the amount that matters, but the message! Put the newspaper, cell phone or
iPad down and pay attention to those who are attempting
to communicate their needs verbally. If one is married, begin with your spouse and invite him/her to take a walk at
sunset. The next time you feel an impulse to give to someone or something important, follow through and do it. Try
not to judge or critique either the recipient’s worthiness
of the gift or the amount given. Remember to follow your
heart and don’t be concerned if you’re not recognized or
thanked for the benevolence. Engage in generosity for the
sheer joy of doing it! Then consider how it makes you feel
and take pleasure in the emotion for it’s the beginning of
what’s to come.
The Macedonian churches were poor materially and
financially, but were very rich in the things of God and
in the things that mattered. They put Jesus Christ first in
their lives and, in putting Jesus first, it overflowed in a hilarious, generous, benevolent and joyful spirit. It was foremost in Jesus’s mind and when we give ourselves first of all
to Jesus, we adopt the ways and attitude of our Lord – and
why not?

The Irish poet
Oscar Wilde said,
“As the purse is emptied,
the heart is filled

C e l e brat ing 10 0 year s of servic e !

1920-2020
MA R K IN G A M I L E S TO NE I N M I NI S T RY
When an organization turns 100, it is certainly a cause for celebration! As the North Carolina Baptist Foundation
marks 100 years of service in 2020, it is time for us to review our history, as well as reflect on the opportunities,
successes and challenges over the last century. Since 1920, the NCBF has created a unique space in history serving
others for the good of the Kingdom. Through changes in the location, leadership and circumstance, one thing has
remained constant: the passion for creating a culture of generosity. Beginning in November 2019, we will provide
occasions to remember our past and celebrate the bright future ahead.
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the offering plate is passed by?” In my work, I have the
privilege of working with NC Baptists who seem to have
this attitude about giving. One of the donors in my area
says that she can’t wait to set aside X amount of dollars so
that she can decide who to give it to. She gets a tremendous amount of joy out of the gifts she gives.

It's All His
Robert E. Simons,
Central Area Manager
I would imagine most of
you know who Dave Ramsey is and have read his book
“The Total Money Makeover,” attended Financial Peace
University or heard his radio
program. Dave has expounded
for several years now about topics in financial discipleship such as “the 7 baby steps” to
money management and the concept of “the debt snowball” to eliminate debt. Dave’s books, advice and radio
programs have helped many people improve their financial situation. Dave says the motto of “The Total Money
Makeover” is “If you live like no one else, later you can
live like no one else.” I have often heard him add to the
end of this motto “and so you can give like no one else.”
This statement has always intrigued me as I studied and
practiced my legacy journey. I was quite pleased, on a
recent stop at Lifeway, to see that Dave has a new book
called “The Legacy Journey: A Radical View of Biblical
Wealth and Generosity.” I purchased this book with a
Christmas gift card and want to share some of Dave’s insights on legacy giving with you.

Most of the gifts that the donor above has given to
various Baptist and Christian causes are completely anonymous. Dave has some wise words to share about that.
He quotes Charles Dickens in saying … “Do all the good
you can and make as little fuss about it as possible.” Giving anonymously keeps our motives pure. It keeps the
gifts from being about ME. When we give this way God
gets the credit. After all, Psalms 24:1 says, “The earth is the
Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” It is All His! Any gifts that
we give are only passing through our hands.
I could write a full book report about “The Legacy Journey,” but unfortunately, I am out of space. At the Foundation we would love the opportunity to share more with
you about how you can be a cheerful giver and create a
legacy that honors God. Give us a call.

Giving anonymously keeps
our motives pure.
It keeps the gifts from being
about ME.

God calls us to be cheerful givers. 2 Corinthians 9:7
NIV says … “God loves a cheerful giver.” The word cheerful comes from the Greek word hilaros, which is where we
get the word hilarious. Dave asks, “Wouldn’t it be cool if
your church broke out into wild laughter and applause as

Down East

for a long time. For many longtime NC Baptists, Irma Duke’s
name may ring a bell. For many years, Irma served as the
Executive Director of the Woman’s Missionary Union of NC.

Daryl Trexler
Eastern Area Manager
Stories are what makes sense out of
the world we live in. Everyone has
a story that brings meaning to our
lives. I love hearing the stories of
the people I meet on a daily basis in
my work at the Foundation. They
are amazing stories of experiences,
faith, God’s grace and providence.
These stories are as varied in their content as they are in how
they are told. How a story is told can bring to life the power of
a story.
I was recently reminded of this truth from my longtime
friends – Jim and Irma Duke. I met Jim and Irma when I was
a youth minster at the church they attended. They quickly
became friends and mentors for me. I have known their story
Spre a di ng G o od Ne ws
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If you know Irma, you know that her story is one of a
passion for missions and the relentless pursuit of furthering
missions in NC and the world. Irma and Jim have an
incredible story that includes a lifelong ministry here in our
state. Jim and Irma are now retired and creating another
chapter to their story. However, their passion for missions
and WMU remains a part of their story.
Irma and Jim recently established an endowment to
benefit the Woman’s Missionary Union. Irma talked about
the resources that this fund would provide, but more
important, the story that it would tell others. It would tell
the story of how God invited her and Jim into the ministry
of the WMU. It would remind those of the passion that God
gave her for Kingdom work in NC.
continued page 5
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Developing Financial
Disciples

An endowment is a way of
giving back to those whom
we love and of having lasting
impact for the kingdom of
Christ.

Allen Schuyler,
Western Area Manager
As a pastor for over 35 years,
I conducted many funerals.
One thing that was apparent
in all these situations was how
much family members wished
to be able to adequately
remember their loved ones at their passing. Great care
was taken to assure the deceased had the best funeral
arrangements possible, including service, eulogy, and
remembrances on the day of their passing. However,
time causes these efforts to fade. So the question comes,
“How can I continue to honor my departed loved one
even when time has eroded my best efforts at his/her
death? Is there a way to create a positive perpetual
remembrance.

Christ’s Kingdom. Through establishing an endowment in
their memories, Connie is working to create a “perpetual
remembrance” that will positively impact the ministry of
two churches in the Green River Baptist Association. What
a wonderful way to remember those whom we have loved
supremely and whose loss we still feel deeply – not only in
the moment of their passing, but in perpetuity.

Connie Mills approached me after a presentation
on endowments and other ministries of the NC Baptist
Foundation in her church, Spencer Baptist Church,
Spindale. Connie is a retired math teacher at East
Rutherfordton High School and now administrative
assistant at her church. She had experienced the
heartbreaking loss of her husband, Dan, in August of
2015. Hearing about how to establish an endowment
sparked her to consider how to memorialize her husband,
his parents and hers, while at the same time honoring

God has given us the gift of remembering to celebrate
the lives of those who have deeply impacted our lives. An
endowment is a way of giving back to those whom we love
and of having lasting impact for the kingdom of Christ. You
or someone you know can take action to create a “perpetual
remembrance” like Connie. To establish an endowment
with the Foundation only takes an initial gift of $100; the
endowment begins paying to charitable beneficiaries after
it reaches $1,000. Contact me or one of our area managers
for more information.

In telling their story this way, her hope was that it would
inspire others to tell their WMU stories in a similar way. Irma
said, “I know there are others who love the NC WMU and it is my
desire to be an example of how we can continue its important
work. I want to give my family and friends a way to hear my
story and be a part of it.”
I learned something that afternoon. Endowments, in their
purest form, tell a story. It invites us to tell stories that need to
be remembered and will inspire others to continue the story.
There is power in the resources that an endowment provides,
but, more importantly, there is power in the story that it leaves
behind.

Endowments,
in their purest form,
tell a story.
Spre a di ng G o od Ne ws

5

spri ng 2 019

se e you in 2 019
The following are churches, associations and organizations where we presented, met with committees or preached in 2018.
We are grateful for these opportunities and hope that you will invite us to come and share with you this year.
Central Area Churches
Baptist Temple, Reidsville
Blackwelder Park, Kannapolis
Calvary, Reidsville
Calvary, Winston-Salem
Destination Hope, Rockwell
First, High Point
First, Hillsborough
First, Mooresville
Grace, Durham
Green Street, High Point
Hester, Oxford
Hillside Park, Thomasville
Living Water Karen, Carrboro
Lewisville, Lewisville
Mallard Creek, Concord
Moon’s Chapel, Siler City
Miami, Concord
Mt. Calvary, Belews Creek
Mt. Vernon, Olin
New Vision Fellowship, Madison
North Roxboro, Roxboro
Oxford, Oxford
Ridgecrest, Durham
Shady Grove, Boonville
Sharon, Oxford
Southside, Greensboro
Temple, Durham
Union Cross, Kernersville

Central Area Associations
Cabarrus
Elkin
Mt. Zion
Piedmont
Rowan
South Yadkin
Stanly
Surry
Yates

Central Area Agencies, Institutions
BSC Board & Committees
NC Baptist Men Rally

Other Central Area Gatherings
NC Baptist Men Mission Fair

Eastern Area Churches
Beaver Dam, Roseboro
Beulah, Sunbury
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Cedar Falls, Fayetteville
Fair Bluff, Fair Bluff
First, Erwin
First, Fayetteville
First, Laurinburg
First, Oak Island
First, Rockingham
First, Washington
First, Wilmington
Greystone, Raleigh
Highland, Garner
Holden Beach Chapel, Supply
Knightdale, Knightdale
Life Point Church, Newport
Millcreek, Winnabow
Nashville, Nashville
Newton Grove, Newton Grove
Norlina, Norlina
North Clinton Ave, Dunn
Sandy Grove, Bladenboro
Snyder Memorial, Fayetteville
Town Creek, Leland
Westwood, Cary
Winterville, Winterville

Eastern Area Associations
Brunswick
Johnston
New River
North Roanoke
Robeson
South Roanoke

Eastern Area Agencies, Institutions
BSC Board & Committees
Campbell University
Chowan University
NC Baptist Assembly, Fort Caswell
WMU of NC Mission Extravaganza
WMU of NC Staff Retreat

Western Area Churches
Bear Creek, Bakersville
Bethlehem, Gastonia
Bethany, Forest City
Boiling Springs, Shelby
Christian Unity, Jefferson
Crestview, Forest City
Encouraging Word, Waynesville
First, Charlotte
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First, Hickory
First, Sparta
Friendly Chapel, Maiden
Grace, Asheville
Greenway, Boone
Hartland, Morganton
Highland, Hickory
Mt. Calvary, Banner Elk
Mt. Sinai, Shelby
New Generation
Transformation Ministries
International, Charlotte
New Life Baptist Fellowship, Newton
New Vision, Shelby
Oak Grove, Fallston
Oakley, Asheville
Pole Creek, Candler
Sandy Plains, Gastonia

Western Area Associations
Ashe
Anson
Blue Ridge
Carolina
Catawba Valley
Greater Cleveland County
Greater Gaston
Metrolina
South Fork
South Mountain
Sandy Run
Three Forks
Truett
Union
United Missionary
Yancey

Western Area Agencies, Institutions
Agape Dental Ministry
BSC Board & Committees
Mars Hill University
Wingate University

State-Wide Events
Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting
NCBF Noel Inspirational Retreat
Carolina Planned Giving Conference
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Administrative Office
201 Convention Drive
Cary, NC 27511-4257
919-380-7334 • 800-521-7334
919-460-6334 (fax)
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org
Eastern Office – Daryl Trexler
PO Box 247
Leland, NC 28451
919-459-1673
800-521-7334, ext. 1673
dtrexler@ncbaptistfoundation.org
Central Office – Robert Simons
10716 Hurdle Mills Road
Hurdle Mills, NC 27541
919-459-1682
800-521-7334, ext. 1682
rsimons@ncbaptistfoundation.org
Western Office – Allen Schuyler
7845 Colony Road
Suite C4-147
Charlotte, NC 28226
919-459-1678
800-521-7334, ext. 1678
aschuyler@ncbaptistfoundation.org
NC Baptist Financial Services
Russell Jones, Vice President
7427 Matthews-Mint Hill Road Suite
105 PMB 185
Charlotte, NC 28227
919-459-1680
800-521-7334, ext. 1680
704-246-7287 (fax)
rjones@ncbaptistfoundation.org

We Want to Hear From You!

Spreading Good News | Volume 35 - Number 1
The purpose of this publication is to provide accurate and authoritative information of general character only. The publisher is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advisory service. For advice and assistance in specific cases, the service of an attorney or other professional person should be obtained.
PLEASE SEND ME:
Making Your Will Guide
Endowment Fund Information
Charitable Trust Information
Estate Planning DVD

Name:

Rev.

Dr.

FOR CHURCHES:
Fund Management Information
Seminar Information/Scheduling
Senior Adult Program
Church Loan Information

Mr.

Mrs.

PLEASE CONTACT ME:
I need estate-planning assistance.
I am interested in a Charitable Gift
Annuity.
I am interested in the Certificates
of Participation

Ms.

Address

City

State

Home Phone

Special Request

Zip

Work Phone


In Memoriam

Many faithful Baptists have been motivated over the years to enhance their stewardship through the establishment of a
permanent fund supporting Christian causes. Some chose to use a trust to provide personal income while living and then to
fund an endowment at death. Others chose to establish an endowment or trust through their Last Will and Testament.
Some personalized their endowments by dedicating them in loving memory of someone special. Others chose to honor a
special friend or family member by dedicating their fund to them.
This issue of Spreading Good News is dedicated to the memory of the special Foundation friends who passed away in late
2017 and in 2018. Among these were donors, special honorees and Foundation Board members. All were wonderful Christian
servants.
Lloyd “Bud” Batten, Selma

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Gault, Roxboro

Buena Price, Shelby

Martha Boyd, Angier

Sheryl Greenwood, Kernersville

Gerald Quinn, Warsaw

Rev. Willard Brown, Selma

Augusta Hockaday, Durham

Rev. Judson Rotan, Asheville

Jacquelyn Burgess, Apex

Miles Hudson, Hendersonville

Dr. Roy Smith, Winston-Salem

Carroll Clark, Hendersonville

Carol Howell, Seaboard

Stella Smith, Kings Mountain

Edith Clark, Raleigh

Dr. Robert Martin, Georgia

Tot Spencer, Rockingham

Rev. Corbin Cooper, Florida

Elizabeth McCarthy, Wilmington

Edgar Spicer, Forest City

R. Scott Covington, South Carolina

Charles McDaniel, Walkertown

Roy Straub, Greenville

Sophia Ferguson, Raleigh

Horace McRea, Winston-Salem

Mary Ruth Williams, Winston-Salem

Hallie Frazier, Raleigh

Mailon Nichols, Taylorsville

Ormand Williams, Weaverville

Evelyn Garris, Smithfield

Erline Perryman, Winston-Salem

Anne “Becky” Yates, Greenville
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Board of Directors
Bruce E. Cannon, Bakersville
Michael C. Cummings, Charlotte
Bobbie Furr, Raleigh
Geron Gambill, Fayetteville
Fred Graf, Wilkesboro
Rodney S. Hicks, Durham
Robert D. Howard, Southport*
Coy H. Jeans, Old Fort
Charles D. Kennedy, Durham
Marion S. Krege, Banner Elk
Harold G. Koger, McLeansville

Harvey Montague, Raleigh
John S. Rogers, Asheboro
Johnny E. Ross, Cary
Michael Smith, Hendersonville
Philip W. Stone, New Hill
Matthew Thomas, Hertford
Glen Warren, Hurdle Mills
David V. Webb, Boiling Springs
* Denotes Chairman

PLANNING AHEAD 2019
 North Carolina Baptist Heritage Award Luncheon
April 9, 2019
Grandover Resort, Greensboro

 2019 Annual Carolina Planned Giving Conference
April 29 – May 1
Kanuga, Hendersonville

 24th Annual Noel Inspirational Retreat
October 8 – 9, 2019
Caraway Conference Center and Camp
Asheboro
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